1st John:  Study#2
The Three Misconceptions of man

A.  Misconception # 1:  Man can fellowship with God & still walk in sin.(vs.6-7)

B.            “             .#2:  Man is not totally sinful & depraved (vs.8-9).

C.            “              #3:  Man can become sinless on his own (v 10; 2:1-2)

Introduction:  The testimony of John is this:  “Jesus Christ; the Son of God has come to earth so that we can have fellowship with the Father.

BUT MAN SAYS……

· We already have fellowship with God

· We already worship God & feel safe.

· We don’t need someone to show us how to be acceptable to God.

· We can secure his approval on our own

(Remember:  Many, many many, reject what John said; “The Son of God has come to earth.”

Man objects to the idea…..

1. That the way he worships is wrong

2. That he has no merit with God.

3. That he is unacceptable to God.

Most people believe:…

1. They can fellowship with God & walk in darkness (v. 6).  This is a lie.

2. The truth:  We must walk in light (v. 7).

I.  Misconception #1 (v. 6):
     1.  What doe it mean to walk in darkness?

· The world is dark without God

· Man cannot talk face to face with God.

· Man cannot hear or touch God.

· Therefore: man does not know how God wants him to live.

· He does not know how righteous he needs to be.
2.Note 4 facts:

1. 1st:  The world is in the dark about God.  Does God even exist?

2. 2nd:  How then can man fellowship with God?

3. 3rd:  Note the foolishness of man….he declares….

· He can find God on his own, that he can be good enough to secure God’s blessings by hisself.

· He can use his own mind & intelligence to know enough about God on his own.

· He can use his own hands to do enough to please God.

3. Man thinks this:

· If I believe in God and live half-way right, then God will accept me.

· Therefore, he can reject Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

4. The scriptures say different:
· No matter how great our mind is we can not measure up to God’s standard.

· We cannot do enough good works to measure up.

II.  God’s Word & Darkness:

     1.  God’s word is strong & it says clearly:

· If a man says he is saved & lives in the darkness of this world, he lies.

· If a person walks in darkness, he does not know God.

· Light & darkness cannot dwell together.

· A person has to choose darkness or light.

III.  Search the scriptures:

     1.  Acts 17:23:

2. John 1:5:

3. John 3:19:

4. Psalm 82:5:

5. Pro. 4:19:
     6.Jeremiah 23:12:

IV  .Light; Fellowship; Forgiveness of Sin: (v. 7)

1. The light of God is the revelation of God himself.

2. Jesus came to reveal God to man

3. The Light of God is how he wants us to live on this earth.  His Word (Jesus the Son of God) reveals it to man.

4. Therefore, to walk in the light means to believe in the Son of God.

A. If we walk in the light we have fellowship with God & his Son:

· John 14:6:

· John 17:3

· 1 John 1:3

B. If we walk in the light,, then the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin:

· Mt. 26:28

· Eph. 1:7

· I Peter 1:18-19

